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A Justice Departinent offi-]

cinl testified yesterday that a
new law making it a crie to
disclose a_clagsified dpenmant
—but _pot nermitting the ge-
wised 1 ofe i [ on
orounds of mis-classilication—
is vitally needed for LS, segu-
Liif
Kevin T. Maroney, deputly
assistant attorney general for

* internal security, told a Se¢n-

ate Judiciary subcommittee
that the government will be
forced to abandon eriminal
prosecutions if future defend-
ant}; are permitted to contest
ghe validity of secrecy classifi-

: catif)us at their trials.

sovernment scereis pro-
Ol massive. siydy
o (x ’ll " { 1-
vive cgdeof federaloeciaing
awic was shat in its
firet ojring. before.a.congres-
sienalscnunittee.

Sen. Roman L. Mruska (R~
Neb.) joined Maroney in de-
tending the proposal, but
Seris. Philip A. Hart (D-Mich.)
and Marlow W. Cook (R-Ky.)
altacked kcy provisions. So
did Jack C. Landau, a reporter
for-the Newhouse newspaper
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by U.S.

chain and chairman of the Re-
porters Committee for the
I'reedom of the Press.

Maroney.said thé entire pur-
pose of the government'’s clas-
sification system could be
frustrated if federal prosecu-
tors are foreed to justity the
secerecy stamps on documents
at criminal trials, This would
require divulgence of the doc-
uments and the intelligence
data supporting the need for
secrecy, he said.

Tiart said the

ot information jusl at a point
in history when the need to
curb
dramatized in the Pentagon
Papers and Watergate cases.

Maroney said federal eivil
servants who were disturbed:
about ‘over-classification oI |
doecuments should take their
case to department heads and
a special presidential inter-
agency information commiftee
established by  President
Nixon to combat excessive se-
curity stamping.

An employee who chnoses

this route “will get a fair de-
termination of whatever his
complaint may be,” said Maro-

‘Iney. “Perhaps in one out of a

thousanel situations he might
not get a Lair ruling.”

Cook said he didn't draw
the same comfort from the ex-
ecutive order, which threatens
a veprimand to any official
who “repeatedly” abuses the
clasgification system. !

Landau charged that the de-
partment was trying to obtain
imew and unprecedented erim-
inal censorship powers against
the press” with its requests
for new espionage and classibi o
cation laws, Maroney said thead
except Tor the claseitieation |
7000800268 1 Linend wax
not secking any new law

Citing confusin: seetions of
seeurily law, Tt soed he

proposal|
threatened to increase govern-|.
ment power to limit the flow

censorship had .heen'
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